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NBA GAMING POLICY 

 
 

Integrity is one of the NBA’s core values.  It defines who we are, what we do, and 
how we are perceived.  Everyone associated with the NBA – Governors, team 
investors, team and league employees, players, and referees – is expected to 
conduct themselves in accordance with the highest standards of honesty, fairness, 
and ethical dealings.   
 
Gambling and fantasy games involving NBA games or players create potential risks 
to the integrity of the NBA.  Even a perception by our fans that NBA games are 
“fixed” or otherwise subject to conflicts of interest would be damaging to the NBA 
and the sport of basketball, and to the career of the individual involved.  The rules 
set forth below are intended to mitigate these risks.   
 
This policy applies to all NBA League employees, including referees, and all NBA 
League Governors, team investors, officers, directors, and team personnel, 
including players, general managers, coaches, athletic trainers, and scorers’ table 
personnel (collectively, “Covered Persons”).  For purposes of this policy, Covered 
Persons include Governors, team investors, officers, directors, and employees of 
team affiliates if such persons have involvement in team matters.  An “NBA League” 
includes the NBA, WNBA, NBA G League, NBA 2K League, the Basketball Africa 
League (BAL), and any other league associated with the NBA.   
 
1. No Betting.   
 

a. No Betting on NBA League Games or Events.  All Covered Persons 
are prohibited from betting on any NBA game or event – including any 
exhibition, regular season, or playoff game – or on any game or event in an 
NBA League.  There are no exceptions to this rule, even in circumstances 
where the game or event is conducted in a location where sports betting is 
legal or where the individual’s team is not a participant in the game or event.  
This rule prohibits betting, either directly or indirectly, on the outcome, 
statistics, score, actions, or any other aspect of, or occurrence in, one or more 
games.  This rule also prohibits betting, either directly or indirectly, on any 
other event concerning or related to the NBA Leagues, including player 
trades, coaches’ employment, draft pick selections, or disciplinary matters.   
In addition, Covered Persons are prohibited from participating in anyone 
else’s betting activities, including permitting other individuals to use a 
Covered Person’s sports betting account to bet on NBA League games, or 
asking anyone to place bets on NBA League games or events on their behalf.   
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b. No Illegal Gambling.  All forms of illegal gambling are also prohibited.  
For example, Covered Persons may not place any bets with offshore or other 
betting operators that are not licensed or regulated in the United States.  
Before engaging in any gambling activity, Covered Persons should confirm 
that such activity is legal where offered.     
 
c. Special Rules for Referees.  Generally, referees cannot gamble in any 
manner or place bets of any kind during the season.  They cannot bet, directly 
or indirectly, on any professional or collegiate sport, with the exception of 
small bets with their friends or family.  They are also prohibited from betting 
via any internet gambling site.  During the off-season, referees may engage 
in (i) casino gambling that does not involve sports betting, and (ii) gambling 
at race tracks and off-track betting establishments, so long as they report the 
visit to the NBA (Attn: Chief Security Officer) in advance or within 24 hours of 
having placed a bet.  Referees are prohibited from knowingly associating with 
anyone who is employed by or involved with the operations of a sports betting 
organization.   
 
d. Permitted Gambling.  Covered Persons, with the exception of referees 
as described above, may engage in casino gambling and betting on non-NBA 
League sports in places where it is legal.  For example, playing blackjack 
while at a casino in Las Vegas would not violate NBA rules.  Betting on horse 
races where such betting is legal also is permitted.  Covered Persons must 
always remember that they are representatives of the NBA, and must be 
mindful of their conduct and the effect it may have on others, their 
reputations, and the reputation of the league.   

 
2. No Fixing.  Covered Persons are prohibited from influencing or manipulating 
any NBA League game or event so that the outcome or any other aspect of the 
game or event is determined by anything other than its merits.  While the most 
common examples are “game fixing” and “point shaving” by the participants on the 
floor, the rule is broader than that.  It prohibits all actions intended to inappropriately 
manipulate a game or event, including the outcome, statistics, score, conduct or any 
other aspect of, or occurrence in, a game or event, and applies whether or not the 
individual is a direct participant in a game or event.  The rule against “fixing” and 
game manipulation does not require that the efforts be successful.  Even an attempt 
to improperly influence or manipulate an NBA League game or event will violate this 
rule.   
 
In addition, Covered Persons are prohibited from, directly or indirectly, offering, 
giving, soliciting, agreeing to accept, or accepting any bribe, gift, reward or 
consideration of any kind which is, or could appear to be, related in any way to any 
NBA League game or event participant failing to perform to the best of his or her 
ability or any person directly or indirectly seeking to influence for an improper 



 

3 
December 2020 

purpose the outcome, statistics, score, conduct or any other aspect of, or 
occurrence in, such game or event. 
  
3. No Tipping. “Tipping,” which involves the disclosure of “confidential 
information” to any person who does not have a legitimate business need for the 
information, is prohibited.  “Confidential information” is non-public, proprietary or 
other sensitive NBA League or team information that could be used in connection 
with betting on NBA League games or events.  Such information includes non-public 
information related to player health or discipline.  Covered Persons may possess 
confidential information that would be of interest to people associated with gambling, 
and are therefore prohibited from disclosing confidential information to anyone 
associated with gambling or under circumstances in which they know or should 
know that the information will be used in connection with betting on NBA League 
games or events.  To ensure that they do not violate this rule, Covered Persons 
should not disclose confidential information to anyone unless that person has a 
legitimate business need for the information. 

 
4. Fantasy Games.  Fantasy leagues are contests in which participants 
assemble fictional teams of real-world athletes, with the winning teams determined 
by the statistics of those athletes.  Some fantasy leagues last an entire season 
(“commissioner-style fantasy leagues”), while others are as short as a day (“daily 
fantasy leagues”).  Some fantasy leagues offer cash or other prizes to one or more 
participants, and some require an entry fee to participate.  

 
Participation of NBA League and team personnel in NBA fantasy leagues that award 
cash prizes or other things of value could create an actual or perceived conflict of 
interest.  As a result, Covered Persons are prohibited from participating in such 
leagues.  They also are prohibited from assisting others who participate in such 
leagues, allowing others to use their fantasy accounts to participate in such leagues, 
or arranging for others to play in such leagues on their behalf.  Covered Persons 
are permitted to participate in NBA fantasy leagues that do not award cash prizes 
or other things of value.  For purposes of this rule, an “NBA fantasy league” is a 
fantasy league that includes any games, events, or players from an NBA League.  
 
Covered Persons are permitted to participate in fantasy leagues that involve non-
NBA sports (including leagues with prizes), so long as those fantasy leagues are 
legal where they are offered.   
 
5. Ownership, Employment, and Associational Restrictions.  Covered 
Persons are prohibited from having any direct involvement with betting on NBA 
League games or events, except as expressly permitted by League rules.  Without 
limiting the foregoing, Covered Persons are prohibited from working for, operating, 
or promoting, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, individually or through a 
business organization (other than a marketing relationship involving an NBA League 
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or team), (i) any casino or gambling-related business that derives more than 10% of 
its revenue from sports betting, or (ii) any other casino or gambling-related business 
to the extent that such person’s involvement in such business relates to betting on 
NBA Leagues.  League and team employees also may not own any interest in such 
a business, except for an interest in a publicly-traded business with legal gambling-
related operations so long as the employee does not own more than 1% of the 
company’s stock and does not serve as an officer, director, or employee of the 
company.   
 
Participation by NBA team Governors or investors in businesses or entities that have 
involvement with sports betting is subject to the separate League policy on the 
involvement of such persons with Gaming Companies. 
 
Covered Persons also are prohibited from (i) knowingly associating with anyone 
who is involved with operating an illegal gambling business, or (ii) engaging in other 
gambling-related activities that are prejudicial or detrimental to the League, 
regardless of whether NBA League games or events are involved. 
 
6. Reporting Obligation.  If (i) a Covered Person has reason to believe that 
someone who is employed by an NBA League or one of its teams has violated, or 
attempted to violate, any of the rules set forth in this policy, or (ii) someone asks a 
Covered Person to engage in conduct that would violate any of these rules, the 
Covered Person must immediately report this information to the NBA (Attn: Chief 
Security Officer).   
 
The NBA maintains a hotline for anonymous reporting of information relevant to its 
enforcement of these gaming rules.  A report can be made by telephone at  
877-NBA-TIPZ (877-622-8479), online at nba.alertline.com, or via the NBA 
Reporting mobile application. 
 
Failure to report in accordance with the foregoing may result in disciplinary action.  
 
Retaliation against any individual who, in good faith, reports a violation of this policy, 
even if an investigation finds that misconduct did not occur, is prohibited.   
 
7. Cooperation.  Covered Persons are required to cooperate with any League 
investigation concerning possible violation of these rules, including producing 
relevant information, participating in interviews, and attending related proceedings. 
 
8. Penalties.  Failure to abide by the above rules will result in disciplinary action, 
which may include fines, suspensions, termination of employment, and/or 
disqualification from any further association with an NBA League or its teams.  
Violating the rules also could subject the offending individual to penalties under civil 
or criminal law. 


